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Dates to Remember  

 
27 Nov – Thanksgiving Holiday – NO 

SCHOOL 
28 Nov – Recess Day – NO SCHOOL 
10 Dec – Rocky’s Café, 1st & 3rd  
11 Dec – Rocky’s Café, 2nd & KG 
 
LUNCH MENU  
(Optional choice is for 2nd / 3rd grade) 

 
24 Nov:  Mini Chicken Sandwich (or Beef 
Frank on a Bun), Baked Beans, Banana, 
Garden Side Salad, Fruited Jell-O, and 
Milk 
 
25 Nov:  Turkey and Gravy (or Meatloaf), 
Sweet Potatoes, Vegetable Medley, Fresh 
Fruit Cup, Whole Wheat Roll, and Milk 
 
26 Nov:  Quesedillas – please check 
cafeteria board for alternate choice and 
menu items 
 
27 Nov:  THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
 
28 Nov:  RECESS DAY 
 
Check out the month’s menu at: 
http://odin.aafes.com/nutrition/08/index.html
 

The Principal’s Column 
Charles Yahres, Principal 

   
Several weeks ago, I mentioned in this 
publication that Lakenheath 
Elementary School had once again 
been granted continuing accreditation 
for this school year from the North 
Central Association Commission on 
Accreditation and School 
Improvement (NCAC ASI), a division 
of AdvancED.   
 
The accreditation process follows a 
five-year cycle that begins with an   
in-depth self-study to examine 
existing school data and develop 
school improvement goals.  During 
the five-year cycle each accredited 
school receives a Quality Assurance 
Review (QAR) visit from an 
examining team of local and state side 
professional educators. Our visit is 
currently scheduled for April 21-23, 
2009 at which time the QAR team will 
provide support, insights, and 
recommendations related to our school 
improvement process as well as 
suggestions or 'next steps' in our 
school improvement process.   
 
During the QAR visit the team will 
focus on what they call the seven 
standards for quality schools.   The 
seven standards are: 
 

1. Vision and Purpose 
2. Governance and Leadership 
3. Teaching and Learning 
4. Documenting and Using 

Results  
5. Resources and Support 

Systems 
6. Stakeholder 

Communications and 
Relationships 

7. Commitment to Continuous 
Improvement 

 
I will write a brief article in this and 
future issues of the Eagle Express 
describing some of the information we 
intend to share with the team.  If, by 
the definition provided, you find that 
you have suggestions or information 
from your perspective to include 
concerning the featured standard, 
please send me an email.  We 
welcome your input and suggestions 
and value your opinions.  My email 
address is listed in the heading of the 
Eagle Express.  
 
The first standard is Vision and 
Purpose and is briefly described as: 
 
A school committed to a shared 
purpose and direction.  Student 
learning is aligned with the school’s 
vision, which is supported by school 
personnel and the larger school 
community.  These expectations serve 
as the focus for assessing student 
performance, and school effectiveness. 
Finally, the school’s vision guides 
allocations of time and human, 
material, and fiscal resources. 
 
Our school vision and purpose are 
contained within our Student Goals 
and LES Mission Statement, which 
are: 
 
Student Goals: 
Students will increase their reading 
comprehension across the curriculum 
by constructing meaning in a 
developmentally appropriate manner 
using narrative and expository text.  
All students will increase their ability 
to convey clear ideas expressed in 
developmentally appropriate written 
forms across the curriculum using 
ideas, organization and conventions. 
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LES Mission Statement: 
Lakenheath Elementary School is an 
Early Childhood School where all 
students’ staff and community 
members promote an educational 
environment that: 
 

 Ensures equitable academic 
opportunities including the 
use of technological tool 

 Builds a foundation for 
civic, ethical, and scientific 
decision making 

 Cultivates qualities of 
responsible and caring 
citizens in a global society 

 Provides a safe and 
inspiring learning 
environment for ALL 
students 

 
Furthermore, the administration and 
teacher leadership at Lakenheath 
Elementary School ensure that the 
school’s vision, purpose, and goals 
guide the teaching and learning 
process. The administration visits 
classrooms regularly and encourages 
peer observation and collaboration.  
Teachers are provided professional 
articles, and the public is kept 
informed about the School 
Improvement Process using the school 
newsletter, and during meetings such 
as the School Advisory Council, 
School Board, and PTSO.  The staff 
revisits the school’s vision and 
purpose throughout the school year, 
and especially during faculty, grade 
level, and committee meetings.   
Regular and varied assessments at all 
grade levels are conducted to assess 
student progress and growth.  Finally, 
the school profile report used for the 
Quality Assurance Review visit is 
developed using input from all school 
stakeholders.  
 
 
GUIDE DOG TRAINING 
DEMO 
Anne Marks, Host Nation 

 
 
The Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association has provided our children 
with so many learning experiences.  
They have broadened our students’ 
understanding of how to interact with 
people who are blind.  This year the 
focus has been on how to behave 

around a blind person who is using a 
working guide dog.  The children have 
also learned how to offer help and to 
properly assist a blind person.  The 
children have read many letters about 
Annie, our guide dog puppy in 
training.  Annie's puppy walker, 
Mandy, shares with us the many new 
situations in which Annie needs to feel 
comfortable and calm.   
  
This Thursday, 8 guide dog trainers 
from London brought 13 Guide Dogs 
at different stages of their training to 
visit LES.   
 
They demonstrated the different types 
of training that our guide dog puppies 
receive when they move from puppy 
walking to guide dog training.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
They demonstrated how the dogs learn 
to work in partnership with a blind 
person.   
 

 
 
Our students received a valuable 
introduction to the high level of 
communication such a partnership 

requires.  LES thanks the visiting team 
for sharing so much with us.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
50th Day of School for 
Kindergartners 
Publicity and Communication 
Committee 
 
Kindergartners celebrated their 50th 
day at school with a good old 
fashioned 50’s style sock hop.  
 

 
 
On Wednesday, November 19, 
2008 the students enjoyed activities of 
the past. Some of the students and 
teachers dressed up in their best 1950s 
costume while other students wore 
really silly socks.  
 
The kindergarten students had a hula-
hoop contest, practiced doing the 
twist, wrote graffiti all over the walls 
and ended the event with a tasty root 
beer float.   



 
 

 
 
For some of our five year olds the first 
50 days have been quite challenging 
just being away from home all day. 
The question now is: Can all 
kindergartners count to 50? 
 

 
 
 
GIFTS-N-THINGS 
Brandy Brewer, PTSO Gifts-n-Things 

 
 
All of the Gifts-n-Things fundraiser 
items have arrived!  If you have not 
received yours, please see your child's 
teacher as all have been delivered to 

the teachers.  There were seven orders 
with missing or damaged items; those 
people received a letter with their 
order and we will distribute the 
replacements as soon as they come in. 
  
The top fifteen sellers enjoyed a pizza 
party on Friday, November 14, and 
also a visit from Rocky.   
 

 
 
The top three sellers received their 
Razor scooters and $10 gift cards.  
Congratulations to Kyla Brewer 
($777; Ms. Dorner's K class), Alex 
Self ($707.50; Ms. EP's 2nd grade) 
and Jaidyn Barnard ($591.50; Ms. 
Dorner's K class). 
 

 
 
The winners of the American Idol 
Dance Mats were also presented with 
their prizes:  Makayla Allman (Ms. 
Pickelsimer's 1st grade), Dylan 

Gribble (Ms. Fockler's 2nd grade), and 
Hannah Sierra (Ms. Gomez's 3rd 
grade). 
 

  
 
Many thanks to all who participated in 
the fundraiser this year and 
congratulations to our prizewinners! 

 
 
 

 
 

BEST WISHES FOR A 
WONDERFUL 

THANKSGIVING!  WE ARE 
THANKFUL FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED 
INVOLVEMENT AND 

SUPPORT OF OUR SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS AND 

ACTIVITIES. 
 

 
 


