Christmas Moon by Denys Cazet.  Patrick misses Grandpa, especially at Christmas, but his mother helps him remember happy times with Grandpa and to use what Grandpa taught him to make Christmas happy for himself and his friends.  This is a gentle book that will be good to share with your child if there has been bereavement in the family.

The call number is: EASY CAZ.

 

Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins by Eric Kimmel.  Relates how Hershel outwits the goblins that haunt the old synagogue and prevent the village people from celebrating Hanukkah.  The illustrations by Trina Schart Hyman were awarded the Caldecott Honor Award. (silver medal)  The illustrations are dark, and might frighten some children, but with prior discussion, some of the fear element is taken away.  Other children who love “scary” stories, took these illustrations in their stride.  The Afterword page explains the Hanukkah traditions in a very clear and understandable way for young children. There are several good teaching points—setting, characters, and prediction, to mention a few. The call number is: EASY KIM.

 

As a comparison and contrast to Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins, you might want to read In the Month of Kislev by Nina Jaffe. It is subtitled “ A Story For Hanukkah”.  A rich, arrogant merchant takes the family of a poor peddler to court and learns a lesson about the meaning of Hanukkah.  The setting is Poland, the time is indefinite, probably in the early 20th Century, but the story is timeless.  A good story for discussion for the Word of the Month: Kindness, and also for consequences of behavior.  This is a very realistic story, as compared to Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins.  The call number is F JAF. (It is a picture book format, but not a beginning reader.)
 

A student asked me to read the book Kwanzaa by Denise M. Jordan.  This is one of the books in the Heinemann Read and Learn series, and provides a simple and clear explanation of the history, symbols, celebration and traditions of this African American holiday.  We also have the Spanish language edition of this book.  The call number is:  394.26 JOR and SPANISH 394.26 JOR.

 

My video choice for something new is The Bear.  A magical polar bear visits a young girl and takes her on a mythical adventure.  The book is a wordless picture book illustrated by Raymond Briggs, and this wordless, animated, adaptation is enriched by the music of Howard Blake. If you have 30 minutes of time to spare, your students will enjoy this story.   Raymond Briggs and Howard Blake are the author/composer for another wonderful story The Snowman.   We have both videos in our collection.  The call number is VIDEO FICTION BEA AND VIDEO FICTION SNOW.  Sadly, our copy of the book The Bear has gone missing, but we do have The Snowman.  The call number is EASY BRI.

From another teacher…

My favorite is Tree of Cranes by Allen Say.  Story set in Japan with beautiful illustrations of a traditional Japanese home to include shoji screens, tatami mats for bed, soaking bath tub made of wood and a Japanese garden.  A young boy stops to play with the carp in a pond on the way home from school.  He gets wet and develops a fever.  His mother realizes he is late and sick when he arrives home.  She folds lots of silver cranes from paper (origami) and puts them on a tree and teaches her son about Christmas in California (she learned about Christmas while visiting the states).  The call number for this book is EASY SAY.
